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STOLYPIN'S ADAfL\7STRATTVE METHODS
Peter Stolypin, bom in 1862, was a country squire rather than a bureaucrat. A Kovno landowner, he was the appointed marshal of the nobility of that province from 1887 to 1902.4 In 1903 he became governor of the adjoining province of Grodno, and a year later was transferred in the same capacity to Saratov, on the Volga. His ruthless efficiency in quelling the Jacqueries of the Saratov peasants won him a deserved reputation for determination and personal courage and led to his appointment as minister of the interior in the Goremykin cabinet in April, 1906. Stolypin's experiences, as landowner and agent of the Russian government, in the western borderland where the upper class was predominantly Catholic and Polish and the peasantry Orthodox and Russian, probably account for his militant pan-Russian nationalism, while his first-hand knowledge of the plight of the farmers convinced him of the necessity of a comprehensive land reform. Nationalism and the emancipation of the peasants from bondage to the land commune became the pillars of his political program. An implacable enemy of the revolution and a conservative, Stolypin in June, 19G& threw his influence against the formation of the proposed cadet ministry, not perhaps unmindful of the fact that the advent to power of Muromtsev or Miliukov would spell the end of his own political career. He was anxious, however, to secure the participation of prominent liberals in a government of which he was to be the head, and on his appointment as president of the council of ministers, an office he combined with that of minister of the interior, he resumed negotiations with the leaders of the liberal opposition. The negative outcome of these conversations was another victory for reaction. Stolypin's was the last attempt on the part of a head of the imperial government to reach an understanding with the opposition. Having failed in his endeavor, he had to be satisfied with presiding over a government consisting mainly of his former colleagues in the Goremykin cabinet.
Stolypin did not share the aversion of officialdom for the Duma. An
plea of the Finnish authorities, and many of the deputies signed the appeal against their better judgment, from a misguided sense of solidarity. The appeal was criticized in cadet circles and was disavowed, with some face-saving reservations, by the fourth congress of the Constitutional Democratic Paitf in September, 1906.
4 After the Polish rebellion of 1863 elections of marshals of the nobility in the western provinces, including Kovno, were discontinued. Instead, marshals ol tlie nobility were appointed by the central authority.